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Searching in the leaf-litter, Stuart Harris leads a spider survey with friends at Wallagoot BioBlitz 2015 

  

BEGA RIVER BIOBLITZ 
August 15 – 18th 2019 

 



A BioBlitz comprises a group of scientists, naturalists, ‘citizen scientists’ and other 

members of the public, working together to discover, identify and record as many kinds of 

species (e.g., plants, animals, birds, waterbugs, insects, fungi) within a chosen area over a 

short time period. The mixture of wildlife experts and community members is central to the 

BioBlitz concept and creates an event which is both enjoyable and meaningful to scientists, 

students and community. This enables us to enhance our knowledge of the local species 

and encourages further observation, learning and valuable data collection of the 

biodiversity in our communities.  

The Bega River BioBlitz will be the central event of National Science Week 2019 in 

Bega Valley.  

Location and Habitats We will be surveying the ecology along the 3km of river 

through Bega town and also going further to survey reference sites of original vegetation 

both upstream and down. Having three days of surveys will allow us to undertake more and 

more diverse surveys this year. Even though this is the first BioBlitz we have undertaken in 

the winter, we are confident there are many fascinating creatures and plants to find. 

This BioBlitz offers the opportunity to survey a range of freshwater floodplain 

lagoon/wetlands, riparian habitats and revegetation areas. The stretch of the Bega river 

close to the home base is shallow with a sandy bed (easy to get around in but not a lot of 

cover for wildlife).  Riparian vegetation is typically dominated by old growth River She-oaks 

(many with hollows) with a largely weed dominated understorey (privet, tradescantia etc). 

There has been significant weed control and revegetation along the southern bank of the 

river and these revegetation sites provide areas of native under/mid storey for surveying. 

Access to a couple of private properties in the locality has been arranged, where less 

disturbed native vegetation can be found. More specific habitat and location information 

can be provided by Andrew Morrison amorrison@begavalley.nsw.gov.au   ph 02-64992447. 

 

Typical stretch of the Bega River near the base camp 

mailto:amorrison@begavalley.nsw.gov.au


Surveys The surveys we are hoping to run include: small mammals, evening spotlighting, 

nest box surveys, reptiles, birds, spiders & beetles, insects, moths, electro-fishing, 

waterbugs, flora, riparian vegetation, soil assessments and more. 

Our Basecamp this year will be in the beautiful school hall at the Mumbulla School, and 

ideal location close to the river and areas where we want to survey in detail.  

Basecamp is the hub of the BioBlitz, where participants come to register and sign on for the 

surveys they have chosen, see the timetable of surveys, pick up details of their survey 

leaders and what equipment they might need. This is also where we work on adding all the 

sightings and photographs from all the different surveys to our NatureMapr database. We 

will have our Microeye microscope for you to see the intricate and beautiful details of 

specimens at the microscopic level, we will have information about the surveys, about 

NatureMapr and the Atlas of Life, videos and presentations from experts, including a wasp 

expert talking about introduced wasps, such as European wasps and Asian paper wasps. 

The BioBlitz will attract hundreds of people, so we are inviting those who would be 

interested to volunteer to help make the event a great success. If you are a naturalist, 

photographer, confident with data entry, a first aider or just like helping people, let us 

know, as we are looking for Survey Leaders, Survey Leader’s Assistants, Basecamp Guides 

and first aiders and NatureMapr data entry support. Please contact Sarah Morrison: 

smorrison@begavalley.nsw.gov.au  ph 02-64992332. 

 

BioBlitz Partners for this event are the Atlas of Life, Bega Valley Shire Library, 

Sapphire Coast Regional Science Hub, Bournda Environmental Education Centre, Bega 

Valley Shire Council, Mumbulla School and Landcare, specifically BRAWL – the Bega River 

and Wetlands Landcare. The Atlas of Life has been organising BioBlitzes in Bega Valley 

Shire and across Australia since 2012, and after Bermagui, Panboola, Wallagoot, Mimosa 

Rocks, Four Winds and From Little Things Grow in Merimbula, this will be the first BioBlitz 

we have organised to explore and celebrate the Bega River and its riparian habitats. We are 

grateful for funding for this event from our partners and Inspiring Australia and extend 

thanks also to the Australian Museum who will once again be providing us with their most 

popular and educational “Museum in a Box” boxes. 
 

The Atlas of Life - our long-term community biodiversity mapping project uses 

NatureMapr as its database for all the sightings recorded in our region. Everyone can add 

sightings of any natural thing, and the database and its species lists can be used for 

identification, to see where species have been found or just for fun looking at all the 

amazing images of species found in our region. You can also find information and resources 

on our Atlas of Life website and Facebook page and join our Atlas Naturalists for field visits 

with experts and to learn more about the biology of our local species. All our records are 

http://smorrison@begavalley.nsw.gov.au/
https://atlasoflife.naturemapr.org/
https://atlasoflife.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=atlas%20of%20life%20in%20the%20coastal%20wilderness&epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://atlasoflife.org.au/atlas-naturalists-events/2019/7/6/field-day


moderated and then added to the Atlas of Living Australia and to the Global Biodiversity 

database. The established NatureMapr network now covers the ACT and its regions and the 

coastal area up to Kiama. Albury Wodonga, Noosa and the Southern Highlands are also 

joining the network.  

 

Bega Valley Shire Library aims to inspire, empower, support and connect 

community and visitors with ideas, technology, information and experiences. BVS Library 

strongly values science education and community partnerships, has coordinated the past 

two Science Week Festivals in the Bega Valley, and is an active partner in the Regional 

Science and Sustainability Hub.  By forming and building partnerships within Council and 

the broader community BVSL facilitates connection and capacity building between 

community organisations to deliver diverse and engaging programs.  For 2019 Science 

Week, BVS Library is again taking a central role in coordinating the Bega Valley Science 

Festival and Bega River BioBlitz, supported by grant funding from Inspiring Australia. 

 

Bega River and Wetlands Landcare (BRAWL) is really keen to have all the 

records and data we will collect over the 60’ish surveys of the BioBlitz. BRAWL is a 

volunteer, community group, formed in 2006 to improve degraded sections of the Bega 

River and Spenco Lagoon. Since then, BRAWL has joined with Bega Valley Shire Council, 

state government, schools and Bega Cheese to rehabilitate over three kilometres of the 

River: stabilising river banks and the Anabranch channel, protecting the ancient, remnant 

River Oaks, controlling weeds including removing the thickets of weedy bamboo and 

revegetating with native plants, reconnecting with the nearby Spenco Lagoon and creating 

a family-friendly recreational space. BRAWL also engages school groups & the community 

to educate on caring for the River and on the biodiversity that lives there, helping to 

connect our local community to these significant environments.  

BRAWL is keen to have information and records about the current vegetation and 

biodiversity of the areas where they have been working for the last decade. This will 

demonstrate how their re-vegetation and riverbank stabilisation has improved the habitats 

and wildlife of this previously degraded landscape. 

 

Bournda Environmental Education Centre (BEEC) is a Department of 

Education facility located in Bournda National Park.  As a foundation member of the 

science and sustainability hub BEEC is committed to playing our role in helping to build 

community engagement through citizen science and other sustainability education 

programs.  We have had the privilege of supporting school involvement in all the bioblitzes 

coordinated by ALCW and look forward to doing the same in 2019. Students from local 

schools will have the opportunity to see the BioBlitz in action and will participate in sessions 

where they make their own scientific contribution to the BioBlitz! 



Bega Valley Shire Council strongly values citizen science and has been a supporter 

of the Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness project since its beginnings in 2012.  This year, 

Council’s Water and Sewer Services, and Environment and Sustainability sections have 

provided generous financial support for the Bega River BioBlitz. Council is also providing 

staff to coordinate and plan the BioBlitz event, as well as run some of the many surveys to 

be offered. 

BVSC recognises the effectiveness of BioBlitzes in bringing together land managers, 

scientists and the community to build a greater understanding of the ecology of an area 

through a collaborative and enjoyable event. In addition to the community engagement 

benefits of this event, data from the Bega River BioBlitz will be used by council to inform 

restoration projects on public reserves along the river.  

Sapphire Coast Regional Science Hub Sustainability Education 

Network (SCRSHSEN) is a dynamic group of volunteers from a range of 

organisations who have a common interest in all things scientific and sustainable, 

encouraging everyone to engage with our environment and enjoy scientific activities to 

learn more.  Our Hub is one of a network of NSW Regional Science Hubs established by 

Inspiring Australia, each comprising multidisciplinary teams to develop and deliver high-

profile science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) events in regional NSW.  The 

Hubs deliver year-round events and activities, in partnership with local organisations and 

sectors, promoting positive attitudes to STEM and increasing the confidence and skills of 

parents, teachers and young people to engage with scientific issues. Since 2013, this group 

has been organised the Sapphire Coast Science Festival to mark National Science Week. 


