
STAY SAFE while you are EXPLORING for Nudibranchs 

We want you all to have lots of fun on the Sea Slug Census, so here are some safety 
guidelines to help you stay safe and enjoy exploring our coast 

Snorkeling guidelines: 
• the most important safety advice is never do it alone, choose a buddy you are com-

fortable with and stay close while you are in the water 
• at this time of year water temperatures can vary a lot so we suggest a wetsuit as well 

as snorkel mask and flippers 
• be aware of your surroundings and check weather and tidal flows before you get in the 

water 
• stay close to shore  
• be careful not to snorkel where boats are likely to pass 
• don’t stay in too long or too far from where you want to get out. It’s very easy to get 

distracted by the beauty of what’s under the water.  
• don’t touch marine life 
• check your gear and remember to ensure your mask has been recently cleaned and 

put on fog prevention, if you don’t have a product for this , you can use washing up 
liquid or spit.  

• remember your camera and make sure the battery is charged and you have closed it 
properly 

Rock pool and shore survey guidelines: 
• wet rocks can be very slippery and many have sharp edges. Always wear old runners 

with good soles or reef boots or the like.Walk or climb carefully and don’t step to 
places where you can’t see where your feet will land 

• waves - rock platforms can be dangerous so always stay well back from waves crash-
ing on to rocks. Try to always face the sea so you can see whats coming. Children 
should always be accompanied by an adult when rock pooling 

• minimum disturbance - be careful what you touch - there are a number of creatures 
that can bite or sting around here. Don’t pull seaweed off rocks or remove animals 
from their homes. If you move a rock to see what’s underneath, make sure you replace 
it carefully after making sure that animals that have moved won’t get squashed. 

• estuary and shore walks. Check the tide times for your walk, remember they may be 
different if you are in/near a lake or lagoon. 

• make sure you have sun protection and water to keep you hydrated. 
• check your camera is charged and closed properly. Don’t take your smartphone or 

tablet rock pooling unless it has a waterproof cover, it’s too easy to drop them when 
you are scrambling over rocks or trying to get the best angle on a bubble shell. 


