
“The best practice Sustainability Education and Engagement project plan guide/
template meant that everyone was on the same page right from the beginning” Julie Donne, Bournda Environmental Education Centre

This project used citizen science to educate and engage 114 citizens from the far south ‘Sapphire 
Coast’ of NSW to create new habitat and improve local biodiversity. 

In late 2017 the Sapphire Coast Regional Science Hub commenced an innovative citizen science 
project with Tathra and Pambula Public Schools. Bournda Environmental Education Centre held 
11 training sessions in the two schools, educating 114 students and teachers on how to use motion 
sensor cameras and map their citizen science biodiversity discoveries using online technology. 
Bird baths donated from a local business were placed in the grounds of each school, with cameras 
installed on adjacent trees to ’watch’ the bird baths and capture on video the species that visited 
the school. Students monitored the video footage and using the NatureMapr app, uploaded their 
citizen science discoveries to the Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness. This enabled students to 
not only add to an important body of scientific work, but to also engage with the local scientists 
who coordinate this Atlas. The Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness provides invaluable data 
to natural resource managers to assist them in their endeavours to protect the biodiversity of 
the region.
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Using their newfound understanding of their school’s biodiversity, 56 students at the two schools 
planted 24 shrubs on National Tree Day 2018. Plants were selected based on advice from the Far 
South Coast Conservation Management Network and Far South Coast Birdwatchers on which 
species would provide habitat for the different birds now known to frequent the schools.

Pambula Public School students also created an engaging short video with their citizen science 
footage. This resource has been used to promote the project to schools in the region, encouraging 
them to use the motion sensor cameras to undertake their own scientific investigations with the 
support of the Sapphire Coast Regional Science Hub. This video was enthusiastically received by 
a group of Principals involved in a NSW Department of Education Fair Education STEM project, 
who responded with “Wow! We want to do this too!”.

“The project brought new contributors to the Atlas and familiarised them with the 
NatureMapr platform which can be used by the schools in future for many other 
biodiversity and sustainability projects.”Libby Hepburn, Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness.

This project has been assisted by the New South Wales Government through its Environmental Trust.

“The project plan is already being used as the basis of a grant application for 
another project.”Doug Reckord, Bournda Environmental Education Centre


