
 

 

 

 

  

BRIEF OVERVIEW 
on the most recent BioBlitz to occur on the far south coast of New 

South Wales. The Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz was held on the 

4th and 5th of December 2015. The following pages will introduce 

the reader to what a BioBlitz is and the results that came from the 

event. 

WALLAGOOT	CATCHMENT	
BIOBLITZ	



 

 

 

Wallagoot	Catchment	BioBlitz		

Summary  
 

A BioBlitz comprises a group of scientists, naturalists, ‘citizen scientists’ and other 

members of the public, working together to discover, identify and record as many 

kinds of species (e.g. plants, animals, algae and fungi) within a chosen area over a 

fixed time period - often 2 days. The Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz was organised 

by the Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness (Atlas of Life) and held on the 4th and 

5th of December 2015 targeting a Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council lot and the 

nearby Bournda National Park and Bournda Nature Reserve. The primary objectives 

of the BioBlitz were to; 

- Establish and build upon the local areas biodiversity records; 

- Improve community awareness of local biodiversity whilst providing opportu-

nities to interact with scientists and engage in a range of surveying tech-

niques; 

- Provide species list for Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council to support future 

land management plans. 

During the two days, 60 surveys were conducted by 24 surveys leaders. These sur-

veys looked at a broad range of habitats including wetlands, dry schelorphyll for-

ests, sand dunes and many others. Utilising a variety of promotional avenues, the 

BioBlitz was able to attract over 200 participants to the event who aided in the suc-

cessful recording of 705 species (present count 11.02.16. total expected to be 

higher). Supporting the BioBlitz, was a school based BioBlitz where 60 students con-



 

 

tributed to surveys and workshops and another 60 school students who participated 

in workshops and surveys on the 4th of December.  

A BioBlitz is a complex event and the Wallagoot Catchment Bioblitz was only suc-

cessful because of the wide range of support given to the Atlas of Life by individual 

volunteers - scientists and community, and the great collaboration and input of 

partner organisations.  

This report has been split into two sections. The first discusses the biodiversity data 

collected during the BioBlitz and the second sections discusses participation. 
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Introduction  
 

Understanding and recording biodiversity on multiple spatial levels increasingly 

recognised as being essential to developing an awareness of changes to regional 

and global ecosystems. Scientific resources are often limited due to lack of funding 

and personnel, with volunteers and community sourced help often being the back-

bone of many research projects. However, the information gained from these re-

search projects is often not accessible to all involved. This means that neither party 

benefits as much as they could, and the understanding of common issues is not be-

ing fully comprehended by scientists and community members alike. One such 

event that aims at further developing and establishing relationships and under-

standing between scientists and community members is a “BioBlitz”. 



 

 

 

A BioBlitz comprises a group of scientists, naturalists, ‘citizen scientists’ and other 

members of the public, working together to discover, identify and record as many 

kinds of species (e.g., plants, animals, algae and fungi) within a chosen area over a 

short time period. The mixture of wildlife experts and community members is cen-

tral to the BioBlitz concept and creates an event which is both enjoyable and mean-

ingful to scientists, students and community. This enables us to enhance our 

knowledge of the local species and encourages further observation, learning and 

valuable data collection of the biodiversity in our communities.  

 

Globally, BioBlitzes have been established and hosted in the United Kingdom and 

the United States of America over the last decade.  Within Australia however, Bio-

Blitzes are a relatively new event. With an increasing awareness of environmental 

health and human wellbeing, there is interest and energy devoted to expanding 

and conducting such events. 

 

The far south coast of New South Wales has been the hub for BioBlitzes in Australia 

and has led the way in the development of such events. Since the initial Bermagui 

BioBlitz held in Bermagui in 2012, the Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness has 

successfully organised and run two more BioBlitzes including 2014’s Mimosa Rocks 

BioBlitz which was a part of the World Park Congress. These three BioBlitzes have 

added thousands of sightings to the Atlas of Living Australia and recorded over 

2,500 species between Bermagui and Pambula. 

 

To add to the previous three BioBlitzes held within the Sapphire Coast, the Atlas of 

Life in the Coastal Wilderness (ALCW) brought together a group of partner organi-

sations (see acknowledgements) to run a BioBlitz in the Wallagoot catchment in 

2015. It is planned that this will be the first of a series of BioBlitzes which will be un-



 

 

dertaken in subsequent years along the important wildlife corridor that runs from 

Bournda up to the hills of Wadbilliga National Park. 

Objectives  
 

As the fourth BioBlitz to occur on the far south coast of New South Wales, the Wal-

lagoot Catchment BioBlitz had the following objectives;   

• Record as many species as possible during the two nominated days 

• Support the development of a long term management, education and 

outreach plans for one of the Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council’s by es-

tablishing a snapshot species list. 

• Further establish links and working relationships between scientists, natu-

ralists, environmentally focused organisations and the far south coast 

community. 

• Further promote citizen science along the south coast and attract as many 

local community members to the event and Regional Science Hub net-

work as possible. 

 

Study Area 
 

Wallagoot Catchment (fig. 1) is found over 400km south of Sydney, and 20km north 

of Merimbula, NSW (-36.786280 E, 149.939095 S). The area was selected due to its 

diversity of native habitats, ease of access and in the case of the Bega Local Aborig-

inal Council land (Bega LALC) land lot, to support future management plans.  Within 

the Wallagoot Catchment there are many different vegetation ecologies providing 

habitat to a wide range of species, which is why this was an ideal BioBlitz area. The 

surveys took place over a good range of them, from saltmarsh, to wetland and in a 

number of different bush habitats. The Wallagoot catchment is predominately forest 



 

 

or woodland with cleared land for agriculture. Wallagoot Lake itself is an ICOLL - 

with high vulnerability as it has the lowest opening frequency on the South coast. It 

has seagrass beds and small areas of saltmarsh). There are large areas protected in 

the Bournda National Park and Bournda Nature Reserve as well as Bega Local Abo-

riginal Land Council land (fig.2) and property in private ownership. 

There are several endangered ecological communities: River-flat Eucalypt Forest on 

Coastal Floodplains, Freshwater Wetlands on Coastal Floodplains, Bangalay Sand 

Forest, Swamp Oak Floodplain forest and Coastal Saltmarsh. 

There are a number of threatened flora and fauna species as well as a number of 

invasive species in the area. The Kalaru/Wallagoot area is rich in fauna values, espe-

cially for the Yellow-bellied Glider, Glossy Black Cockatoo, and threatened shore 

and water birds. The area is a wildlife corridor allowing species to move between 

more and less disturbed areas. 

 

Further information about the surrounding habitats has been taken from an Inspec-

tion Report to Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council August 19, 2015 we have these 

descriptions of habitats within the BioBlitz survey areas. 

Wallagoot West 

The Local Land Services vegetation maps predict that the main vegetation commu-

nity on the property is ‘South Coast Lowland Grassy Woodland’ (typically dominat-

ed by spreading forest red gums and associated species). This is classified as an 

Endangered Ecological Community and, if correct, this would bring special status as 

well as strict constraints on management of the forest. However, the observations 

made during the property inspection indicate that the forest community is more like 

a mix of South East Lowland Dry Shrub Forest (which is not endangered), with 



 

 

floodplain wetland communities on the eastern and western ends of the water-

course.  

 

Ridges 

 Stunted Stringybark, coastal grey box and she-oak, trees on the dry crest amongst 

exposed bedrock outcrops. Further East along the ridge taller regrowth trees in-

clude bloodwood, woollybutt and stringybark.  

 

Spurs and slopes:  

Larger trees and regrowth trees include stringybark, woollybutt and coastal grey 

box on the higher slopes, with an understory of pittosporum which is closing out 

other shrubby species. Further down-slope are larger trees as above plus silvertop 

ash and in places a grassy understory including poa tussocks, wallaby and kangaroo 

grasses. Extensive old cut stumps over 60cm diameter distributed across the block 

show a busy selective logging history over the past century and the potential of this 

land to grow saw logs. The old loggers’ snig / access tracks are now much over-

grown and can be hard to discern in places.  

 

Gullies  

The various wet fern, wet shrub forest and rainforest communities merge along the 

gullies sides and floors. Large tree species include blackbutt, southern mahogany, 

river peppermint, monkey gum and woollybutt with bloodwood and silvertop ash 

also found on the slopes and galleries immediately above. Historic selective logging 

is evident from many old cut stumps more than 60cm diameter. A range of smaller 

rainforest trees, shrubs, ferns and vines is present. The rainforest here is potentially 

“Littoral Rainforest” a listed Endangered Ecological Community, subject to confir-

mation by a botanist.  



 

 

 
  

   

Figure	1	two	maps,	the	first	of	which	illustrates	Wallagoot	Catchments	location	compared	to	Canberra	and	Sydney.	The	second	showing	the	boundary	line	of	Wallagoot	Catchment	(yellow)	with	
Figure 1 two maps, the first of which shows Wallagoot Catchments location compared to Canberra and Sydney. The second showing the boundary line of Wallagoot Catchment (yellow) 
with Wallagoot Lake found in the north eastern section of the catchment 



 

 

 

 

Figure 2 to Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council land lots (boundary line in orange) that were surveyed during 
the Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz. The larger of the two was primarily targeted and hosted more surveys during 
the two days. The land lot is found in the north western section of Wallagoot Catchment. Map courtesy of Don 
McPhee  



 

 

Part 1 BioBlitz Species Diversity 

Methods 

Field surveys  

In order to maximise the amount of biodiversity information collected from the tar-

geted areas, 60 surveys (appendix 1).  were designed and lead by 24 survey lead-

ers. These surveys started from 6am Friday (31 surveys) and finished at 3pm on Sat-

urday (29 surveys). These surveys spread across the targeted area (fig. 3 , fig. 4, fig. 

5) and looked at a range of niche habitats and focused on terrestrial, aquatic, ma-

rine and aerial organisms. Outside of the nominated BioBlitz dates a number of pre-

liminary surveys and camera traps were placed (between November 18th – 3rd De-

cember 2015). The recordings for these surveys have also been included into the 

total species count. Methods used for the field surveys were determined by the sur-

vey leaders conducting them. When creating the survey, survey leaders ensured 

that the methods were simple enough to allow for community participation and 

learning yet effective so that extensive species lists could be developed. 

Below is a list of the types of surveys conducted during the BioBlitz (table 1); 

Table 1 Summarised list of the surveys conducted during the BioBlitz and the organisms that were targeted. 
Note surveys were titled differently on the survey timetable (see folder). 

Group Survey Method Target Organisms 

Mammals 1. Elliot Trap 
2. Pitfall trap 
3. Motion activated camer-

as 
4. Call playback and spot-

lighting 
5. Opportunistic  

1. Small mammals 
2. Small mammals 
3. All mammals and birds 
4. Nocturnal mammals and birds 
5. All mammals  

Frogs 1. Triangulation  1. Native frogs and toads 



 

 

Reptiles  1. Tiles  
2. Pitfall traps 
3. Opportunistic  

1,2,3 Snakes, lizards and frogs 

Birds 1. Call playback 
2. Opportunistic 
3. Cone search 

1. Nocturnal birds 
2. All birds 
3. Black Cockatoos 

Bats 1. Anabats 1. Microbats 

Marine (fish, 
crustaceans, 
gastropods) 

1. SCUBA 
2. Shell Death Assemblage 
3. Dip netting  
4. Opportunistic  

1. Fish, molluscs, algae 
2. Gastropods  
3. Fish, crustaceans, molluscs 
4. All marine life 

Flora 1. Opportunistic   
• Forest, bush and wet-

land 
• Coastal Plants 
• Disturbed forest 
• Estuary Plants 
• Fungi 

1. All plants (angiosperms, gymno-
sperms, fungi) 

Invertebrate 1. Dip netting 
2. Sweep netting and leaf 

litter search 
3. Light sheets 

1. Aquatic macroinvertebrates 
2. Terrestrial insects 
3. Moths  

 

	

 

For specific locations of surveys, please review the Google Earth file title ‘WCBB 

Maps’ found in the Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz report folder.  



 

 

 

Figure 3 Distribution of surveys that occurred on the 4/12/15. Red line shows the location of the Bega LALC lot 
and the yellow line shows the Wallagoot Catchment Boundary lines. 

 

Figure 4 Distribution of surveys that occurred on the 5/12/15. Red line shows the location of the Bega LALC lot 
and the yellow line shows the Wallagoot Catchment Boundary lines. 



 

 

 

Figure 5   for reporting purposes, the surveys can be broken into survey areas Blue-  Basecamp Wallagoot Bio-
Blitz – Bournda EEC, Orange – Wallagoot Lake South, Green – Wallagoot Lake Sailing club, Yellow Bega LALC 
land, Light Blue – Moncks Road, Purple – Bournda Island, Triangle -  SCUBA and White – Turingal Head 

 

 

 

Species identification, recording and identification 
 

During each survey, either a survey leader assistant or a volunteer on the survey was 

selected to record any survey targeted organisms. Survey recording forms were cre-

ated for individual surveys. If an organism found during a survey was not able to be 

identified by the expert, the organism would either be partially (e.g. plant) or wholly 

(e.g. insect) collected and taken back to basecamp. If this wasn’t possible the organ-

ism was photographed and the pictured number was recorded. Participants were 

encouraged to photograph specimens as a record of what they had observed. All 

photographs taken during surveys were uploaded onto laptops back at the base-



 

 

camp. A variety of species guides some of which were online or apps, were made 

available to help identify organisms. 



 

 

Results  
 

Field Surveys 

Through the combination of survey methods, 705 different species1 were identified 

during the Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz (table 2) and lead in surveys. On the 4th 

and 5th of December a total of 587 species were observed (436 and 247 species re-

spectively). Table 2 shows the breakdown of species observed in different areas in 

the catchment. Out of the targeted surveys areas Bega LALC land had the greatest 

species diversity, followed by Basecamp Wallagoot BioBlitz.  

 

Table 2 Total number of species identified and recorded at each site, across both days. 

Area  4/12/15 5/12/15 Overall  

Basecamp Wallagoot Bio-
Blitz – Bournda EEC 

72 33 86 

Wallagoot Lake South East 35 8 36 
Wallagoot Lake Sailing Club 37 11 44 
Bega LALC Land 344 64 367 
Moncks Road 38 21 47 
Bournda Island - 55 55 
SCUBA - 28 28 
Turingal Head - 67 67 
 

Species of note included: 

- Satin Flycatcher Myiagra (Myiagra) cyanoleuca  

- Peacock spider Maratus Volans 

- White fronted Chat Epthianura albifrons 

- Squirrel Glider Petaurus norfolcensis 

                                                
1 This number may increase as more records are entered into the Atlas of Life online data base. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Part B: Community involvement 
 

An integral part of BioBlitzes, and citizen science in general is the involvement of 

the community. The Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz aimed to strengthen the bonds 

and improve the skills of returning participants, and through varied promotional av-

enues attract new participants to the BioBlitz. The below section outlines how the 

BioBlitz was promoted, general attendance and the layout of the school program. 

Promotion 
To attract participants to the Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz, the steering committee 

advertised the event the through 5 different avenues (table 3) 

Table	3	total	list	of	advertisement	avenues	used	to	promote	the	Wallagoot	Catchment	BioBlitz.	

Advertising ave-
nue 

Description  

Radio  The project coordinator and a number of survey leaders were in-
terviewed by two radio stations; ABC Radio and Power FM over 
several weeks prior to the event.  

Email list Utilising the Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness’ extensive email 
list, subscribers were cordially invited to the BioBlitz and to register 
for surveys on Eventbrite. 

Blog Sapphire Coast Tourism wrote a blog story about the BioBlitz and 
the peacock spider. 



 

 

Social Media  The BioBlitz was regularly advertised on the following social media 
pages; Eden Connect 

- Bega Valley Notice Board 
- Envirokey 
- Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness 
- Bega Valley Shire Council 
- Far South Coast Birdwatchers Inc 
- Panboola 
- Sapphire Coast Marine Society 
- Sapphire Coast Tourism 
- friends Facebook pages 

Newsletter Bournda Environmental Education Centre sent out EOIs and news-
letters to nearby school, welcoming them to attend the school part 
of the BioBlitz and surveys on Saturday. 

	

Eventbrite was the chosen registration website to be used during the event. Adver-

tisement directed interested community members to the BioBlitz registration page. 

Of the methods used to advertise the event, the Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilder-

ness (email sent on the 19/11/15) and the use of social media (started on the 

24/11/15) seem to have been the most effective, with spikes in page views aligning 

with the release dates (fig. 6). The maximum numbers of page views for a day was 

45 while the least was 7. 



 

 

 

Figure	6	exported	graph	from	the	registration	website,	Eventbrite.	While	the	registration	page	was	live,	page	views	were	
sporadic	with	peaks	occurring	when	the	event	was	advertised	through	different	avenues.		

A total of 493 tickets (survey spots) were available to register for. From this number 

285 spots were filled (58%) and out of those spots filled, 58% were by participants 

who have previously been to a BioBlitz. People also arrived during the BioBlitz with-

out registering and could choose to join surveys with places still free. 

 

Community participation 
 
During the two days over 200 community members participated in at least one sur-

vey. The vast majority of participants travelled from towns close to Wallagoot Lake – 

10 to 30 kilometres away (fig. 7a). However, participants were willing to travel much 

greater distances to the event (fig. 7b). The furthest distance travelled to the event 

was approximately 420km (Marrickville, NSW). 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

	

 

 

 

	

Organisation collaboration  

The Wallagoot BioBlitz was able to collaborate with 16 different groups. These groups aid-

ed the event in a number of ways; basecamp setup, project management, provision of 

equipment and volunteer time. Below is a list of the groups; 

• Atlas of Life in the Coastal Wilderness 

• Sapphire Coast Regional Science Hub 

• Bega Environmental Education Centre 

• Panboola Wetlands Trust 

• National Parks & Wildlife Service NSW  

Figure	6a	Distribution	map	of	locations	participants	travelled	from	to	reach	the	BioBlitz	(small	scale).	Figure	6b	Figure 7a Distribution map of locations participants travelled from to reach the BioBlitz (small scale). Fig-
ure 7b Distribution map showing the longer distances participants were willing to travel to reach the Bi-
oBlitz. A more detailed map can be found 



 

 

• NPWS Shorebirds volunteer group 

• Australian Museum, Streamwatch 

• Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney 

• Australian Conservation Volunteers 

• Sapphire Coast Marine Society 

• Nature Coast Marine Society and Reef Life Survey 

• Marrickville Council 

• Australian National Insect Collection 

• Bega Local Aboriginal Land Council 

• Bega Valley Shire Council 

• SE NSW Local Land Services 

 

 

School program 

Like previous Sapphire Coast BioBlitzes, students from local schools were invited to 

attend a workshop/survey program created by the Bournda Environmental Educa-

tion Centre. The program looked to provide students with diverse practical and 

theoretical skills through three, 1 hour and 10 minute sessions (fig. 8). Staff from the 

Bournda Environmental Education Centre, Australian Museum, Australian Botanical 

Gardens, and Local Land Services worked together and led separate sessions. 

 

Session	time Group		&		Activity 

9:30am   Arrive at Bournda EEC Basecamp for registration 

9:40am  Basecamp briefing/ Welcome to Country 

9:50am  Move to ac-

tivity locations 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 



 

 

Fruit break/drink 

Session 1:   

10:00-11:15am 

Wallagoot Aquatic 

Life BioBlitz 

BioBlitz  

(Basecamp) 

*Macroinvertebrates 

*Motion cameras 

Terrestrial 

Invertebrate 

BioBlitz 

Fruit break/drink 

Session 2:  
11:20am-12:30pm 

Terrestrial 

Invertebrate 

BioBlitz with presen-

tation 

Wallagoot Aquatic 

Life BioBlitz 

BioBlitz  

(Basecamp) 

*Macroinvertebrates 

* Motion cameras 

Lunch 

Session 3:   

1:00-2:15pm 

BioBlitz  

(Basecamp) 

*Macroinvertebrates 

*Motion cameras 

Terrestrial 

Invertebrate 

BioBlitz with presen-

tation 

Wallagoot Aquatic 

Life BioBlitz  

2:30pm - Return to Basecamp – Conclusion/Evaluation 

2:40pm Depart Basecamp 

 

Figure 8 BioBlitz timetable created by the Bournda Environmental Education Centre staff for students attending 
the BioBlitz as part of the school program, which was held on the Friday. 

	

Discussion  
 

As the fourth BioBlitz to occur along the South East coast of Australia, the Walla-

goot Catchment BioBlitz was a success on many levels. The multifaceted approach 

to collecting biodiversity data and engaging with the community provided the ideal 

platform for local residents to join and record 705 species and help bolster the pre-

viously observed data for the area. the high level of surveys to occur on the Bega 



 

 

LALC land recorded 367 species. This species list will support future strategies for 

the LALC land, and build upon the current species list for that area. Secondly, the 

permission to work on the Bega LALC land has provided the participants with the 

opportunity to learn about the site, its history and why it is regionally important.  

 

The functionality and success of surveys are also significantly determined by the 

leaders conducting them. Ecological and biological expertise is an essential ingre-

dient in creating a successful survey program, but strong communication skills are 

just as, if not more, important for a survey leader to have when conducting a survey 

with community members involved. The Atlas of Life has developed strong working 

relationships with both professional scientists and expert naturalists and has found 

both to contribute much to community engagement and the success of an event 

such as a BioBlitz. The enjoyment and learning experience that comes out of a sur-

vey is heavily based on how well the survey leader is able to convey his/her exper-

tise to participants. This was identified early by the Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz 

management team, with all survey leaders providing fulfilling and attractive surveys 

for participants. However, survey leader confidence going into a survey and the sur-

vey is essential as well. This was highlighted during the Panboola BioBlitz in 2014. 

To ensure survey leader felt confident and were aware of their duties on the day an 

induction session was held on the 3/12/15. Not only did this provide survey leaders 

with important information about the site, emergency plans and recording data, but 

also provided a platform for them to network with each other. 

Scientists can often be restricted by funding, with remote and regional areas across 

Australia often having limited research conducted due to this reason. Snapshot 

studies like BioBlitzes, have been shown to supply scientists and the organisations 

they are affiliated with, unprecedented access to biodiversity data. In addition to 

this, BioBlitzes also provide a network platform for many smaller community based 



 

 

groups to work with larger environmentally focused groups. These networking op-

portunities can lead to new, ongoing projects starting or gaining strength, either via 

funding, resources or new volunteers. Since the Wallagoot BioBlitz, the Four Winds 

organisation has requested the involvement of the Atlas of Life networks of volun-

teers to help undertake similar biodiversity recording at their site near Bermagui, 

again to support their long term land management and restoration plans. 

During the planning process the survey program can often take the highest priority 

focus, however, the activities and workshops within the Basecamp was carefully 

thought out and planned.  The BioBlitz Basecamp at the Bournda Environmental 

Education Centre provided opportunities for young and less able-bodied partici-

pants to be engaged with the BioBlitz and help contribute to the data recorded. In 

addition to basic refreshments and recuperation space, the Basecamp also provided 

opportunities for networking, community engagement and ongoing learning 

through discussion and workshops. Workshops were as simple as teaching partici-

pants how to correctly identify different organisms. For example, waterbug work-

shops were easily created to show participants the different insect families and the 

characteristics that determine what family a specimen fits into (e.g. wings, number 

of legs, habitat it is found in). Other workshops focused on other skills such as pho-

tography and microscopy. This level of engagement after the surveys also promotes 

community discussion and highlights the value of the BioBlitz within the community.  

Throughout the BioBlitz, the Basecamp also housed a number of presentations by 

the scientists leading surveys and local environmental groups. The Australian Muse-

um “Museum in a Box” service also provided a number of “Boxes” filled with spec-

imens and interpretive material, chosen to complement the range of surveys being 

undertaken. These displays were very popular and provided additional material for 

survey leaders to reference with their groups.  



 

 

The Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz incorporated some workshops and presenta-

tions, however, from discussions with participants and filled out feedback forms it 

was noted that more workshops should be provided before and during the BioBlitz 

to either better prepare participants or further cement their learning. 

One event that is recommended by the organising group that should occur at all 

BioBlitzes is a ‘Welcome to Country’ that helps focus everyone’s attention on the 

great history and the importance of sensitive interaction with nature and the inti-

mate understanding of the traditional inhabitants of this land.  

In conclusion, the Wallagoot Catchment BioBlitz was a great success for the area. 

Being only the fourth BioBlitz in the region, it has made large contributions to bio-

diversity data recording, attracting new scientists to the area and community in-

volvement. In saying this, areas for improvement would be setting aside time slots 

for survey related workshops, so that the participants have an opportunity to sup-

port the on the ground work with better awareness and skills. However, for this to 

occur the total survey number would be need to be reduced.  

 

Appendix		

Appendix	1:	Survey	timetable	

FRIDAY DECEMBER 4TH 2015 
Num-
ber Survey Start Finish 

Max particip-
ants 

1 Scotts Bay Bird Survey 6:00 AM 6:30 AM closed 

2 
Bournda Education Centre Elliot 
and Pitfall Trapping 

6:00 AM 6:30 AM 6 

3 
Hobart Beach Campground Bird 
Survey 

6:45 AM 7:15 AM Closed 

4 Bush Birds 7:00 AM 8:00 AM 10 



 

 

5 
LALC land Elliot and Pitfall 
Trapping 

7:00 AM 7:30 AM 6 

6 LALC land Bird Survey 7:45 AM 8:15 AM Closed 

7 LALC land Reptile Search 7:45 AM 8:30 AM 6 

8 West LALC land Bird Survey 8:30 AM 9:00 AM Closed 

9 Wallagoot Lake Shore Birds 8:30 AM 11:30 AM 20 

10 
Wallagoot Lake Sailing Club 
Reptile Search 

8:45 AM 9:30 AM 6 

11 Peacock Spider Search 9:00 AM 11:00 AM 12 

12 Glossy Black-cockatoo 9:30 AM 10:30 AM 10 

13 Monks Road Bird Survey 9:30 AM 10:00 AM Closed  

30 
Centipedes in Grass-Exotica 10:00 

AM 
11:00 AM 12 

14 
Wallagoot Catchment Vegeta-
tion Assessment 

10:30 
AM 

12:00 PM 10 

15 
Bournda Education Centre Rep-
tile Search 

11:00 
AM 

11:45 AM 6 

16 
Scotts Bay Bird Survey 11:30 

AM 
12:00 PM 10 

17 
Hobart Beach Campground Bird 
Survey 

12:30 
PM 

1:00 PM 10 

18 
Bournda National Park Reptile 
Search 

12:00 
PM 

12:45 PM 6 

20 Peacock Spider Search 3:00 PM 5:00 PM 12 

21 Monks Road Bird Survey 4:00 PM 4:30 PM 10 

33 
Wallagoot Catchment vegeta-
tion assessment 

4:00 PM 6:00 PM 16 

22 West LALC Land Bird Survey 4:45 PM 5:15 PM 10 

23 LALC land Bird Survey 5:30 PM 6:00 PM 10 

62 Nature Photography workshop 5:30 PM 7:00 PM 8 



 

 

24 
Eastern Ground Parrot/White-
fronted Chat survey 

7:00 PM 8:00 PM 4 

25 
Hobart Beach Campground Call 
Playback and Spotlighting 

8:30 PM 9:15 PM 10 

26 
Monks Road Call Playback and 
Spotlighting 

8:30 PM 9:15 PM 10 

27 Moths 8:30 PM till late 12 

28 Scotts Bay Frog Search 9:30 PM 10:15 PM 10 

29 
LALC land Call Playback and 
spotlighting 

9:45 PM 10:30 PM 10 
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Number Survey Start Finish 
Max parti-
ci-pants 

40 
Eastern Ground Parrot/White-fronted 
Chat survey 

6:00 AM 7:00 AM 4 

41 
Bournda Education Centre Elliot and 
Pitfall Trapping 

6:00 AM 6:30 AM 6 

42 LALC land Elliot and Pitfall Trapping 7:00 AM 7:30 AM 6 

43 Bush Birds 7:00 AM 8:00 AM 10 

44 LALC land Bird Survey 7:30 AM 8:00 AM 10 

45 LALC land Reptile Search 7:45 AM 8:30 AM 6 

46 West LALC land Bird Survey 8:15 AM 8:45 AM 10 

59 
Wallagoot Catchment vegetation as-
sessment 

8:30 AM 10:30 
AM 

16 

47 
Wallagoot Lake Sailing Club Reptile 
Search 

8:45 AM 9:30 AM 6 



 

 

37 
Riparian vegetation 9:00 AM 10:00 

AM 
5 

48 
Peacock Spider Search 9:00 AM 11:00 

AM 
12 

49 Monks Road Bird Survey 9:00 AM 9:30 AM 10 

63 
Freshwater ecology: Water bug sur-
veys 

10:00 
AM 

11:00 
AM 

10 

66 
Shoreline Survey 10:00 

AM 
11:30 
AM 

10 

57 
Motion Cameras 10:30 

AM 
12:00 
PM 

5 

31 
Centipede in Grass- Exotica 11:00 

AM 
12:00 
PM 

12 

38 
Riparian vegetation 11:00 

AM 
12:00 
PM 

5 

50 
Scotts Bay Bird Survey 11:00 

AM 
11:30 
AM 

10 

51 
Glossy Black-cockatoo 11:00 

AM 
12:00 
PM 

10 

52 
Bournda Education Centre Reptile 
search 

11:00 
AM 

11:45 
AM 

6 

53 
Turingal Head Botany walk 11:00 

AM 
1:00 PM 10 

61 
Wallagoot Catchment vegetation as-
sessment 

11:30 
AM 

1:30 PM 16 

54 
Hobart Beach Campground Bird Sur-
vey 

12:00 
PM 

12:30 
PM 

10 

55 
Bournda National Park Reptile search 12:00 

PM 
12:45 
PM 

6 

64 
Freshwater ecology: Water bug sur-
veys 

12:00 
PM 

1:00 PM 10 

58 Motion Cameras  1:00 PM 2:30 PM 5 



 

 

65 
Freshwater ecology: Water bug sur-
veys 

2:00 PM 3:00 PM 10 

 

 

 


